
CALIFonNIA ImGIONAL \VATEn QUALrl'Y CONTROL BOAnD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY I\EGION

ORDEn NO. 84-83

NPDES NO. CA0028771

\VASTE DlSCHAI,GE nEQUInEMENTS FOR:

JONES CHEMICALS, INC.
MILPITAS, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The CalifornIa RegIonal \Vater Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
negion (hereafter called the Board) fInds that:

1. Jones Chemicals, Inc. (hereafter called the dIscharger)
by application dated July 13, 1984 has applied for issuance of waste
discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste under the
National Polutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

2. The dIscharger operates a facility at 985 Montague Expressway in
Milpitas, Santa Clara County. The discharger receives chlorine gas,
sulfur dioxide, anhydrous ammonIa, various acids and bases and
tri.chlorethane by rail or tank truck and repackages these chemIcals
into cylinders or drums. The discharger also manufactures sodium
hypochlorite and aqua-ammonia and shIps these chemicals in tank
trucks or drums.

3. \Vaste waters generated by a drum rInsing operatIon are neutralized
and discharged to the municipal sanitary sewer system. Sanitary
wastes also are discharged to the sewer system.

4. Studies by the discharger show that groundwaters beneath the sIte and
beyond the site boundaries have been contaminated by organIc solvents
such as tri-chloroethylene (TCE) , 1,1,I-tri-chloroethane (TCA), and
perchloroethylene (PCE). The apparent cause of said contaml.nation
was an explosl.on of a solvent tank that resulted .i.n discharge of as
much as 4000 gallons of organic solvents to the ground and to
adjacent Berrryessa Creek.

5. By letter dated May 9, 1984, the discharger proposed to extract
contaminated groundwater and treat by gravity settling, sand
filtration, air-strippIng, and carbon adsorption so as to achieve
effluent concentrations of less than 10 ppb of tri-chloroethylene,
1,1,I-tri-chloroethane, and perchloroethylene. The proposed point of
discharge was Berryessa Creek, a tributary of Coyote Creek, Coyote
niver, and South San Francisco Bay.

6. By letter dated June 8, 1984, the Executive Officer, in order to
expedite ground water cleanup, informed the discharger that if the
discharger chose to begIn dl.scharging treated groundwater pursuant to
the proposal described in Finding 4 above without first obtaining an
NPDES permIt, he would not recommend that the Board institute enforcement
action.
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